
Grade 8 
Third Prompt 

  

Response to Literature 
Writing a Book Review 

 
 
English/Language Arts Content Standards: 
1.0 Writing Strategies 
2.0  Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics) 
2.2  Write responses to literature: 

a. Exhibit careful reading and insight in their interpretations. 
b. Connect the student's own responses to the writer's techniques and to specific textual 

references. 
c. Draw supported inferences about the effects of a literary work on its audience. 
d. Support judgments through references to the text, other works, other authors, or to personal 

knowledge. 
 

Writing Situation 
 

Over the past year you were required to read several novels of your choosing in the reading class.  After 
reading each novel, you have had ideas and opinions about the book.  You may have even compared the 
books to others that you have read.  (Allow an opportunity for discussion.) 
 

Directions for Writing 
 

Choose a book that you have read over the past school year.  Express your thoughts and feelings about the 
novel by writing a book review.  Support your opinion of the novel with examples and details from the 
book.  Show how and why the book affected your thinking and feelings.  Include the elements of literature 
in your review (i.e. plot, characterization, setting, and theme). 
 
Writing and Convention Standards  
 

For this task, students will write a book review that will: 
a. have a clearly stated thesis. 
b. develop an interpretation that reveals careful reading and insight. 
c. connect the student's own responses to the writer's techniques. 
d. draw supported inferences about the effects of a literary work on its audience. 
e. support judgments through references to the text.  
f. be organized with a clear beginning, middle, and ending. 
g. use the elements of literature correctly. 
h. show effective word choice. 
i. use appositives in sentences correctly. 
j. have subject-verb agreement. 
k. demonstrate grade level appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and 

spelling. 
 

Resources 
Reading/Language Arts Framework for California Public Schools, p. 178 
Write Source 2000: Lesson Plans and Assessments, pp. 22-25 
Write Source 2000, pp. 175-181, 343 – 344  
Program Guide, pp. 205 – 207, 274, 343 – 346, 728 – 729  



 
 

Grade 8 
Third Prompt Rubric 

 

Response to Literature 
Writing a Book Review 

 

4 § Fully addresses the prompt. 
§ Is clearly organized in a logical sequence that develops an interpretation 

exhibiting careful reading, understanding, and insight. 
§ Is a multi-paragraph composition with an introduction that establishes a 

controlling impression and has a coherent thesis, supporting details that use 
well-chosen examples and evidence from the text to develop and justify 
interpretations, and a clear and well-supported concluding paragraph. 

§ Justifies interpretations through references to the text, other works, other 
authors, and/or to personal knowledge. 

§ Connects the student’s own responses to the writer’s techniques and/or to 
specific textual references. 

§ Establishes coherence within and among paragraphs through effective 
transitions, parallel structures, and similar writing techniques. 

§ Has complete, coherent sentences that use a variety of patterns that include 
compound and complex sentences, using the active voice. 

§ Has effectiveness and variety of word choice. 
§ Has grade- level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization, and 

punctuation; contains few, if any, errors that do not interfere with 
understanding the writing. 

§ Has fluid, legible handwriting. 

3 § Responds to the prompt. 
§ Is organized in a logical sequence that demonstrates an understanding of a 

literary work. 
§ Is a multi-paragraph composition with an introduction that has a thesis, 

some details that use well-chosen examples and evidence from the text to 
develop and justify interpretations, and a conclusion. 

§ Justifies interpretations through references to the text, other works, or to 
personal knowledge. 

§ Connects the student’s own responses to specific textual references. 
§ Shows consistency within and among paragraphs through transitions, 

parallel structures, and similar writing techniques. 
§ Has mainly complete sentences that use more than one pattern that include 

compound and complex sentences and may use the active voice. 
§ Has some variety in word choice. 
§ Has mainly grade- level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization, and 

punctuation; contains some errors that do not interfere with understanding 
the writing. 

§ Has legible handwriting. 
 
 



2 
 

§ Attempts to respond to the prompt. 
§ May lack organization. 
§ May lack proper paragraphing and/or details and examples from the text. 
§ Attempts to justify interpretations through references to the text, other 

works, or to personal knowledge. 
§ May attempt to justify interpretations. 
§ Attempts to connect the student’s own responses to specific textual 

references. 
§ May attempt to use transitions, parallel structures, and similar writing 

techniques. 
§ May have incomplete or incoherent sentences that may use only one pattern; 

the active voice is not present. 
§ May have little or no variety in word choice. 
§ May contain many errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and/or 

punctuation that may interfere with understanding the writing. 
§ Has handwriting that is difficult to read. 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

§ May not respond to the prompt. (May be off topic.) 
§ Lacks organization. 
§ Lacks paragraphs and/or does not include details or examples from the text. 
§ Does not attempt to justify interpretations. 
§ Does not attempt to connect the student’s own responses. 
§ Contains no transitions and/or conjunctions to connect ideas. 
§ Has mainly incomplete or incoherent sentences. 
§ Contains one sentence pattern; the active voice is no t present. 
§ Contains mainly basic sight words with no descriptive language. 
§ May contain frequent and numerous errors in spelling, grammar, 

capitalization, and punctuation that interfere with the understanding of the 
writing. 

§ Handwriting may be mostly illegible. 
BP § Blank Paper 

 



Grade 8 
Third Prompt – Student Page 

 

Response to Literature 
Writing a Book Review 

 
 
Writing Situation 
 
Over the past year you were required to read several novels of your choosing in the reading class.  After 
reading each novel, you have had ideas and opinions about the book.  You may have even compared the 
books to others that you have read. 
 

Directions for Writing 
 
Choose a book that you have read over the past school year.  Express your thoughts and feelings about the 
novel by writing a book review.  Support your opinion of the novel with examples and details from the 
book.  Show how and why the book affected your thinking and feelings.  Include the elements of literature 
in your review (i.e. plot, characterization, setting, and theme). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing and Convention Standards  
 

For this task, you will write a book review that will: 
a. have a clearly stated thesis. 
b. develop an interpretation that reveals careful reading and insight. 
c. connect your own responses to the writer's techniques. 
d. draw supported inferences about the effects of a literary work on its audience. 
e. support judgments through references to the text.  
f. be organized with a clear beginning, middle, and ending. 
g. use the elements of literature correctly. 
h. show effective word choice. 
i. use appositives in sentences correctly. 
j. have subject-verb agreement. 
k. demonstrate grade level appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and 

spelling. 
 



 
District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 

Third Prompt, Grade 8 
Response to Literature 
Writing a Book Review 

 
Rubric Score Point:    4 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 4: 
 

a. Fully addresses the prompt with a multi-paragraph composition which is clearly 
organized. 

 
b. Contains a coherent thesis with supporting details that include well-chosen examples 

from text. 
 

c. Has a variety of sentence structure that includes effective word choice. 
 

d. Uses effective transitions through out the paper. 
 

e. Has a variety of word choice. 
 
f. Addresses literary elements. 

 
g. Does not justify interpretations through references to the text, other works, other authors, 

or personal knowledge. 
 
Additional instructional steps to support this writer: 
 

a. Teaching the student how to justify interpretations 
 

 
 

Teacher Notes: 









 
District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 

Third Prompt, Grade 8 
Response to Literature 
Writing a Book Review 

 
Rubric Score Point:    4 low 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a low 4: 
 

a. Is clearly organized in a logical sequence that develops an interpretation exhibiting 
careful reading, understanding, and insight. 

 
b. Connects the student’s own responses to the writer’s techniques and/or to specific textual 

references. 
 

c. Has complete, coherent sentences using the active voice. 
 

d. Has effectiveness and variety of word choice. 
 

e. Addresses literary elements. 
 

f. Contains some errors that do not interfere with understanding the writing. 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Teaching the student some techniques for proofreading, especially for spelling errors. 
 
b. Modeling for the student how to polish an introductory paragraph. 
 

 
 
Teacher Notes: 



 



 



 

District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Third Prompt, Grade 8 
Response to Literature 
Writing a Book Review 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:    3 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 3: 
 

a. Responds to the prompt in a logical sequence demonstrating an understanding of the 
literary work. 

 
b. Contains multi-paragraphs with an introduction that includes a thesis and a conclusion. 

 
c. Connects responses to specific textual references. 

 
d. Includes the elements of literature i.e., characterization and setting using examples in her 

review. 
 
e. Student attempts to empathize with the main character, (good insight) while admitting 

that she can never fully understand what he was feeling. 
 

f. Lacks variety in word choice. 
 

 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Demonstrating how to improve word choice variety. 
 
b. Modeling how to develop more complex sentences. 

 
 

Teacher Notes: 





 



 

District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Third Prompt, Grade 8 
Response to Literature 
Writing a Book Review 

 
Rubric Score Point:    3 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 3: 
 

a. Responds to the prompt in a logical sequence demonstrating an understanding of the 
literary work. 

 
b. Is a multi-paragraph composition with a good lead that has a thesis, details and well-

chosen examples, and a good conclusion. 
 

c. Uses complete sentences with more than one sentence pattern including compound and 
complex sentences. 

 
d. Connects student’s own responses to specific textual references. 

 
e. Contains few if any, grammatical or spelling errors. 
 
f. Is a review that strongly encourages others to read the novel. 

 
g. Includes a summary of the novel and not much insight into the elements of literature i.e., 

characterization, plot, and setting. 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Instructing the student to focus on the various elements of literature in writing a review. 
 
b. Instructing the student on using a thesaurus to select a more powerful choice of words. 

 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 





 



 

District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Third Prompt, Grade 8 
Response to Literature 
Writing a Book Review 

 
Rubric Score Point:    3 low 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a low 3: 
 

a. Responds to the prompt in a logical sequence demonstrating an understanding of the 
literary work. 

 
b. Contains a multi-paragraph (although uses incomplete paragraphs) composition with a 

lead (somewhat weak) containing a thesis, details, examples, and evidence from the text 
to justify interpretation, and a conclusion. 

 
c. Connects student responses to specific textual references. 

 
d. Has mainly complete sentences and grade-level appropriate spelling, grammar, 

capitalization, and punctuation. 
 

e. Shows consistency and parallel structure using transitions, although could use more 
variety in or more subtle transitions. 

 
f. Lacks a strong conclusion – no real recommendation for novel. 

 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Demonstrating how to develop an effective conclusion – the last thing the reader will 
remember of the writing. 

 
b. Instructing the use of a thesaurus for word choice variety. 

 
c. Modeling a variety in transitions – not “the first reason”, “another reason”, and “and 

finally”. 
 
 
Teacher Notes: 







 
District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 

Third Prompt, Grade 8 
Response to Literature 
Writing a Book Review 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:    2 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 2: 
 

a. Attempts to respond to the prompt. 
 

b. Does not connect own responses to specific textual references. 
 

c. Attempt to address literary elements. 
 

d. Lacks sentence complexity. 
 
e. Has mainly grade-level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation. 

 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Teaching the student the definition of literary terms and modeling how to identify the 
terms in a piece of literature. 

 
b. Conferencing with the student to differentiate between a summary and the elements and 

structure of a response to literature. 
 
 
 Teacher Notes: 





 



 
 

District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Third Prompt, Grade 8 
Response to Literature 
Writing a Book Review 

 
Rubric Score Point:    2 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 2: 
 

a. Attempts to respond to the prompt.  
 

b. Attempts to justify interpretations through references to the text. 
 

c. Attempts to use transitions. 
 

d. Contains many errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation. that may 
interfere with understanding the writing. 

 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Instructing the student on the rules for using quotation marks and then modeling how to 
apply those rules when writing. 

 
b. Teaching the student basic spelling rules and patterns, especially commonly confused 

words (to, too, two) to increase his/her personal dictionary. 
 
 
 
 Teacher Notes: 



 

 



 

 



 

District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Third Prompt, Grade 8 
Response to Literature 
Writing a Book Review 

 
Rubric Score Point:    2 low 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a low 2: 
 

a. Responds to the prompt by giving opinion. 
 

b. Lacks multiple paragraphs.  
 

c. Lacks justification of opinion. 
 

d. Fails to connect own responses to specific textual references. 
 

e. Contains some errors in spelling. 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Teaching pre-writing structure and techniques to ensure all elements of the prompts are 
addressed. 

 
b. Practicing correct spelling and grammar usage by completing DOL daily. 

 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Notes: 



 



 

District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Third Prompt, Grade 8 
Response to Literature 
Writing a Book Review 

 
Rubric Score Point:    1 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 1: 
 

a. Responds to prompt by summarizing novel.  
 
b. Lacks clear organization of ideas. 

 
c. Requires proper paragraph structure to include main idea followed by details. 

 
d. Attempts to address characterization, setting, and theme. 
 
e. Occasionally uses transitions to connect ideas. 

 
f. Does not respond to prompt using examples from text to support ideas. 

 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Conferencing with the student to differentiate between a summary and the elements and 
structure of a response to literature. 

 
b. Teaching pre-writing structures and techniques to avoid the rambling of ideas. 

 
c. Modeling how to write a topic sentence with supporting details. 

 
 
 Teacher Notes: 





 
 



 
 

District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Third Prompt, Grade 8 
Response to Literature 
Writing a Book Review 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:    1 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 1: 
 

a. Essay is one run-on sentence with a paragraph containing mainly basic sight words with 
no descriptive language. 

 
b. Transitions are not used to connect thoughts. 

 
c. Includes frequent spelling errors. 

 
d. Doesn’t use examples from the text. 

  
e. Includes proper punctuation of the title.  
 
f. Expresses feelings towards the novel. 

 
g. Has errors in punctuation and capitalization. 

 
 
Additional instructional steps to support this writer: 
 

a. Teaching the rules for proper capitalization of the proper pronoun, “I”. 
 
b. Developing a personal vocabulary/dictionary composition notebook of frequently used 

words. 
 

c. Reviewing the rules of capitalization. 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 



 

 


