
Grade 8 
Second Prompt 

 

Persuasive 
Writing a Persuasive Essay 

 

 
English/ Language Arts Content Standards: 
1.0 Writing Strategies 
2.0  Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics) 
2.4  Write Persuasive Compositions: 

a. Include a well-defined thesis (i.e. one that makes a clear and knowledgeable judgment). 
b. Present detailed evidence, examples, and reasoning to support arguments, 

differentiating between facts and opinion. 
c. Provide details, reasons, and examples, arranging them effectively by anticipating and 

answering reader concerns and counterarguments. 
 

 

Writing Situation 
 

Your school day is seven hours long, yet many teachers require homework.  Does homework help you 
to learn better?  Think about the advantages and disadvantages of homework.  Decide whether you 
think homework should be required or not.  (Allow an opportunity for discussion.) 
 

Directions for Writing 
 

State your opinion about whether or not homework should be required.  Your goal is to convince your 
reader that your opinion is “right.”  Be sure to include the effects homework has or does not have on 
your learning, as well as other arguments to support or prove your opinion.  Look at the opposing 
opinion and include some answers for possible arguments from the reader. 
 

Writing and Convention Standards  
 

For this task, students will write a persuasive essay that will: 
a. have a clear thesis that expresses a knowledgeable judgment.  
b. differentiate between fact and opinion. 
c. present detailed evidence, examples, and reasoning to support arguments.  
d. present support in an effective order. 
e. anticipate and answer reader concerns and counterarguments. 
f. support the judgment with devices such as analogies, other comparisons, paraphrases, and 

quotations. 
g. be organized with a well-crafted lead/introduction, a body, and an effective conclusion. 
h. demonstrate grade level appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, 

and spelling. 
 

Resources: 
Reading/Language Arts Framework for California Public Schools, p. 178 
Write Source 2000: Lesson Plans and Assessments, pp. 42-45 
Write Source 2000, pp. 115-127 
Write Source: Program Guide, pp. 133 – 138 
 



Grade 8 
Second Prompt Rubric 

 

Persuasive 
Writing a Persuasive Essay 

 

4 § Fully addresses the prompt.  
§ Is clearly organized in a logical sequence that anticipates and addresses the 

reader concerns and counterarguments. 
§ Is a multi-paragraph composition with an introduction that establishes a 

controlling impression and has a coherent thesis, supporting details that 
provide evidence, examples, and reasoning in support of the writer’s 
judgment/opinion, and a clear well-supported concluding paragraph. 

§ Establishes coherence within and among paragraphs through effective 
transitions, parallel structures, and similar writing techniques. 

§ Has complete, coherent sentences that use a variety patterns that include 
compound and complex sentences, using the active voice. 

§ Has effectiveness and variety of word choice. 
§ Clearly differentiates between fact and opinion. 
§ Contains precise language that presents analogies, comparisons, 

paraphrases, or quotations. 
§ Has grade- level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization, and 

punctuation; contains few, if any, errors that do not interfere with 
understanding the writing. 

§ Has fluid, legible handwriting. 

3 § Responds to the prompt.  
§ Is organized in a logical sequence and may address the concerns and 

counterarguments of other readers. 
§ Is a multi-paragraph composition with an introduction that has a thesis, 

some details that provide evidence, examples, and reasoning in support of 
the writer’s judgment/opinion, and a conclusion. 

§ Shows consistency within and among paragraphs through transitions, 
parallel structures, and similar writing techniques. 

§ Has mainly complete sentences that use more than one pattern that include 
compound and complex sentences and may use the active voice. 

§ Has some variety in word choice. 
§ Differentiates between fact and opinion. 
§ Contains some effective language that attempts to present analogies, 

comparisons, paraphrases, or quotations. 
§ Has mainly grade- level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization, and 

punctuation; contains some errors that do not interfere with understanding 
the writing. 

§ Has legible handwriting. 



2 § Attempts to respond to the prompt.  
§ May lack organization. 
§ May lack proper paragraphing and/or details that show some examples or 

reasons in support of the writer’s opinion. 
§ May attempt to use transitions, parallel structures, and similar writing 

techniques. 
§ May have incomplete or incoherent sentences that may use only one 

pattern; the active voice is not present. 
§ May have little or no variety in word choice. 
§ May not differentiate between fact and opinion. 
§ May contain little descriptive language or few details; may attempt 

comparisons or repeat reasons. 
§ May contain many errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and/or 

punctuation that may interfere with understanding the writing. 

§ Has handwriting that is difficult to read. 

1 § Does not respond to the prompt. (May be off topic.) 
§ Lacks organization. 
§ Lacks paragraphs and/or does not include details; does not attempt to 

persuade the reader. 
§ Contains no transitions and/or conjunctions to connect ideas. 
§ Has mainly incomplete or incoherent sentences. 
§ Contains mainly basic sight words with no descriptive language. 
§ Does not differentiate between fact and opinion. 
§ May contain frequent and numerous errors in spelling, grammar, 

capitalization, and punctuation that interfere with the understanding of the 
writing. 

§ Handwriting may be mostly illegible. 

BP § Blank Paper 
 

 



Grade 8 
Second Prompt – Student Page 

Persuasive 
Writing a Persuasive Essay 

 
 

 

Writing Situation 
 
Your school day is seven hours long, yet many teachers require homework.  Does homework help you 
to learn better?  Think about the advantages and disadvantages of homework.  Decide whether you 
think homework should be required or not.   
 

Directions for Writing 
 

State your opinion about whether or not homework should be required.  Your goal is to convince your 
reader that your opinion is “right.”  Be sure to include the effects homework has or does not have on 
your learning, as well as other arguments to support or prove your opinion.  Look at the opposing 
opinion and include some answers for possible arguments from the reader. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing and Convention Standards  
 

For this task, you will write a persuasive essay that will: 
a. have a clear thesis that expresses a knowledgeable judgment.  
b. differentiate between fact and opinion. 
c. present detailed evidence, examples, and reasoning to support arguments.  
d. present support in an effective order. 
e. anticipate and answer reader concerns and counterarguments. 
f. support the judgment with devices such as analogies, other comparisons, paraphrases, and 

quotations. 
g. be organized with a well-crafted lead/introduction, a body, and an effective conclusion. 
h. demonstrate grade level appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, 

and spelling. 
 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Second Prompt, Grade 8 

Persuasive 
Writing a Persuasive Essay 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:    3 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 3: 
 

a. Organized into a logical sequence. 
 

b. Thesis statement present. 
 

c. Provides numerous concrete examples. 
 

d. Accurate grade level grammar. 
 

e. Increase the use of transitions. 
 

f. Does not address the counterarguments. 
 

 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Work on student identifying three, clear reasons to support each topic sentence 
decreasing repetition. 

 
b. Demonstrating how to develop an effective conclusion. 
 

 
Teacher Notes: 





 



District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Second Prompt, Grade 8 

Persuasive 
Writing a Persuasive Essay 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:    3 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 3: 
 

a. Clear thesis statement present. 
 

b. Excellent use of transitions. 
 

c. Logical sequence present. 
 

d. Increase the number of supporting sentences each topic sentence has. 
 

 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Use analogies or quotations to strengthen the essay. 
 
b. Increase word choice/variety. 
 

 

Teacher Notes: 







District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Second Prompt, Grade 8 

Persuasive 
Writing a Persuasive Essay 

 
Rubric Score Point:    3 low 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a low 3: 
 

a. Clear thesis sentence present. 
 

b. Some variety of word choice. 
 

c. Essay has logical sequence. 
 

d. Strive to match supporting sentences with topic sentences. 
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Work on repetitiveness of facts and sentences. 
 
b. Work on verb tense agreement. 

 
 

Teacher Notes: 







District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Second Prompt, Grade 8 

Persuasive 
Writing a Persuasive Essay 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:    2 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 2: 
 

a. Lacks transitions and parallel structures. 
 

b. Uses proper paragraphing and some details but lacks clear examples in support of the 
writer’s opinion. 

 
c. Uses a variety in sentence patterns including complex sentences. 

 
d. Uses little variety in word choice and lacks descriptive language. 

 
e. Contains an excellent lead. 
 
f. The writer does not seem to be able to make up his/her mind: lacks supporting details 

for either side. 
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Instructing the student in writing a thesis and supporting only that thesis, do not 
change opinion in the middle of the essay. 

 
b. Instructing the student in using descriptive language and more details to support a 

single opinion. 
 

c. Demonstrating how to develop complex sentences. 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Second Prompt, Grade 8 

Persuasive 
Writing a Persuasive Essay 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:    2 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 2: 
 

a. Attempts to respond to the prompt, but lacks appropriate thesis. 
 

b. Attempts to use transitions and parallel structures. 
 

c. Uses proper paragraphing and details to support opinion although opinion is not clear. 
 

d. Sentences are somewhat incoherent and lack clarity. 
 

e. Supports the facts with examples. 
 
f. Should not begin an essay with “in this essay I’ll tell you…” or conclude with “I have 

told you…” 
 

g. Lacks variety in word choice. 
 

h. Lacks complex sentences. 
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Instructing the student on the do’s and don’ts of a proper lead and conclusion. 
 
b. Instructing the student on choosing and supporting a single thesis. 

 
c. Reviewing the rules for capitalization i.e., you don’t need to capitalize a word after a 

comma (unless it’s a proper noun). 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 







District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Second Prompt, Grade 8 

Persuasive 
Writing a Persuasive Essay 

 
Rubric Score Point:    2 low 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a low 2: 
 

a. Attempts to use transitions and parallel structures, although somewhat unsuccessfully. 
 

b. Contains little or no variety in word choice, little descriptive language, and few details. 
 

c. Contains errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation that somewhat 
interfere with understanding of the writing. 

 
d. Uses only one sentence pattern. 

 
e. Uses proper paragraphing, including introduction, supporting paragraph, and a 

conclusion (although very repetitive).  
 
f. Includes 3 clear advantages in support of homework. 

 
g. Does not include any opinions in an attempt to persuade the reader. 

 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Reviewing the rules for capitalization, i.e., do not capitalize words in the middle of a 
sentence (i.e., Because). 

 
b. Modeling how to develop a variety of sentence patterns, so that all sentences don’t 

appear to be short and choppy. 
 

c. Demonstrating how to improve a variety of word choice, particularly at the beginning of 
a sentence/paragraph, i.e., “another advantage”. 

 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Second Prompt, Grade 8 

Persuasive 
Writing a Persuasive Essay 

 
Rubric Score Point:    1 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 1: 
 

a. Contains mainly basic sight words with no descriptive language. 
 
b. Lacks paragraphs. 

 
c. Contains some incomplete sentences, using transitions incorrectly. 

 
d. Lacks persuasive language, include facts, states only opinion. 
 
e. Somewhat thoughtful and logical. 

 
f. Includes nice printing and handwriting. 

 
g. Lacks details to support opinion or connect ideas. 

 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Instructing the student how to differentiate between facts and opinions. 
 
b. Teaching the student how to create multiple paragraphs. 

 
c. Instructing student on the elements and structure of a complete sentence – to include 

a subject, predicate, and complete thought. 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Second Prompt, Grade 8 

Persuasive 
Writing a Persuasive Essay 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:    1 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 1: 
 

a. Lacks organization and clarity. 
 

b. Does not differentiate between fact and opinion. 
 

c. Contains frequent and numerous errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and 
punctuation. 

 
d. Has mainly incomplete or incoherent sentences. 

 
e. Attempts to use paragraphs which include an introduction and a conclusion. 
 
f. Responds to the prompt and stays on topic. 

 
g. Does not include descriptive language or facts. 

 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Teaching basic spelling rules and patterns to increase his/her personal dictionary. 
 
b. Instructing the student on the elements and structure of a complete sentence including 

subject/predicate and complete thought. 
 

c. Instructing the student on how to avoid run-on sentences by using appropriate 
punctuation. 

 
 

Teacher Notes: 



 
 


