Grade 5
Second Prompt

Expository
Writing an Essay Answer

English/Language Arts Content Standards:
1.0  Writing Strategies
2.0  Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)
2.3  Write research reports about important ideas, issues, or events by using the following
guidelines:
a. Frame questions that develop the investigation.
b. Establish a controlling idea or topic.
c. Develop the topic with simple facts, details, examples, and explanations.

Writing Situation

Plants are an important part of our daily life. We rely on plants for our survival. Plants are studied for
ways we can use them to make our lives better. Many people are interested in the way plants live,
what their plant systems do, and how they can adapt to changing environments. (Allow an opportunity
for discussion.)

Directions for Writing

Think about the plants that you have studied or observed. Choose only one plant for your essay topic.
Explain this plant's systems and their functions. Describe ways the plant can be used and how it might
adapt to a change in its environment. Write a one-page essay answer that can be shared with your
class.

Writing and Convention Standards

For this task, students will write an essay answer that:

establishes a controlling idea or topic.

develops using facts, details, examples, and explanations.

organizes the material in paragraphs, each developing a new, related point.
uses compound or complex sentences.

contains adequate properly- used terminology for the topic.

demonstrates grade-level appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation,
capitalization, and spelling.
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Resour ces:

Reading/Language Arts Framework for California Public Schools, p 131
Writers Express: Lesson Plans and Assessments, pp. 38 — 34

Writers Express. Handbook, pp. 130 — 131

Writers Express: Program Guide, pp.68 — 69



Grade 5
Second Prompt Rubric

Expository
Writing an Essay Answer

Fully addresses the prompt.

Is clearly organized in alogical sequence that establishes a controlling idea or
topic.

Is a multi-paragraph composition with an introduction, supporting details that
develop the topic with smple facts, examples, and explanations, and a
concluding paragraph that summarizes important ideas and details.

Contains effective transitions and conjunctions to connect ideas.

Has complete, coherent sentences that use a variety of patterns and lengths.
Contains precise, properly-used terminology for the topic.

Has effectiveness and variety of word choice.

Has grade- level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization, and
punctuation; contains few, if any, errors that do not interfere with
understanding the writing.

Has fluid, legible handwriting.

Responds to the prompt.

Is organized in alogical sequence and may establish a controlling idea or
topic.

Is a multi-paragraph composition with an introduction, some details that
develop the topic with smple facts, examples, and explanations, and a
conclusion.

Contains transitions and conjunctions to connect ideas.

Has mainly complete sentences that use more that one pattern.

Contains properly-used terminology for the topic.

Has variety in word choice.

Has mainly grade-level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization, and
punctuation; contains some errors that do not interfere with understanding the
writing.

Has legible handwriting.

Attempts to respond to the prompt.

May lack organization. (May provide information in alist.)

May lack proper paragraphing and/or details.

May contain few transitions and conjunctions to connect ideas.

May have incomplete or incoherent sentences that may use only one pattern.
May lack proper terminology for the topic.

May have little or no variety in word choice.

May contain many errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and/or
punctuation; contains some errors that do not interfere with understanding the
writing.

Has handwriting that is difficult to read with errors that may interfere with
meaning.




May not respond to the prompt. (May be off topic.)

L acks organization.

Lacks paragraphs and/or does not include details.

Contains no transitions and conjunctions to connect ideas.

Has mainly incomplete or incoherent sentences.

Lacks proper terminology for the topic.

Contains mainly basic sight words with no descriptive language.

May contain frequent and numerous errors in spelling, grammar,
capitalization, and punctuation, that interfere with understanding the writing.
Handwriting may be mostly illegible.
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Blank Paper




Grade 5
Second Prompt - Student Page

Expository
Writing an Essay Answer

Writing Situation

Plants are an important part of our daily life. We rely on plants for our survival. Plants are studied for
ways we can use them to make our lives better. Many people are interested in the way plants live,
what their plant systems do, and how they can adapt to changing environments.

Directions for Writing

Think about the plants that you have studied or observed. Choose only one plant for your essay topic.
Explain this plant's systems and their functions. Describe ways the plant can be used and how it might
adapt to a change in its environment. Write a one-page essay answer that can be shared with your
class.

Writing and Convention Standards

For this task, you will write an essay answer that:
establishes a controlling idea or topic.
develops using facts, details, examples, and explanations.

organizes the material in paragraphs, each developing a new, related point.
uses compound or complex sentences.

contains adequate properly- used terminology for the topic.

demonstrates grade-level appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation,
capitalization, and spelling.
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

Second Prompt, Grade 5
Expository
Writing an Essay Answer

Rubric Score Point: 4 high

Characteristics that make the paper a high 4:

a

b.

Fully addresses the prompt.

Is a multi-paragraph composition with an introduction and supporting details.
Has grade-level appropriate grammar.

Has fluid, legible cursive handwriting.

Contains precise, properly-used terminology.

Lacks a strong conclusion.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a. Reviewing the correct usage of: “for I” and “so I".

b.

Modeling for the student how to develop an effective introduction and conclusion.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

Second Prompt, Grade 5
Expository
Writing an Essay Answer

Rubric Score Point: 4 anchor
Characteristicsthat make the paper an anchor 4:
a. Fully addresses the prompt.
b. Establishes a controlling idea/topic.
c. Organizes materials in paragraphs.
d. Has proper punctuations.
e. Uses details and examples according to the topic sentence.
f. Has a concluding paragraph.
g. Writing is legible but needs to write in cursive.

h. Has errors in spelling that do not interfere with meaning.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’sgrowth would include:
a. Instructing the student on how to form contractions.
b. Reviewing cursive handwriting.
c. Instructing the student on the need for space after end marks.

d. Teaching the student some techniques for proofreading.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

Second Prompt, Grade 5

Persuasive
Writing a Letter to the Editor

Rubric Score Point: 4 low
Characteristics that make the paper alow 4:
a. Fully addresses the prompt.
b. Has complete coherent sentences.
c. Organizes the material into paragraphs.
d. Contains long sentences and run-on sentences.

e. Lacks a strong lead/introduction.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Instructing the student on the elements and structure of a complete sentence.
b. Modeling how to develop compound and complex sentences.

c. Demonstrating how to develop an effective introduction.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

Second Prompt, Grade 5
Expository
Writing an Essay Answer

Rubric Score Point: 3 high

Characteristicsthat make the paper a high 3:

a

b.

e

f.

Responds to the prompt.
Establishes a controlling idea.

Contains few spelling and grammatical errors, i.e., uses there, their, and they're
incorrectly.

Uses supporting details.
Lacks proper paragraph format.

Lacks a strong lead/introduction with a thesis statement.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a. Demonstrating how to develop an effective introduction with a thesis statement.

b.

C.

Reviewing the correct way to indent a paragraph.

Teaching the correct usage for there, their, and they're.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

Second Prompt, Grade 5
Expository
Writing an Essay Answer

Rubric Score Point: 3 anchor
Characteristicsthat make the paper an anchor 3:

a. Responds to the prompt.

b. Is organized in a logical sequence and establishes a controlling idea.
c. Has mainly complete sentences.

d. Includes a strong voice that is appropriate for the audience.

e. Contains transitions to connect ideas.

f. Needs a few more details in concluding paragraph.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a. Modeling how to write sentences that include specific details.

Teacher Notes:










District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

Second Prompt, Grade 5
Expository
Writing an Essay Answer

Rubric Score Point: 3 low

Characteristics that make the paper alow 3:

a

b.

Responds to the prompt.

Contains properly used terminology.

Has mainly complete sentences with one or two fragments.
Has a concluding paragraph.

Lacks variety in word choice.

Lacks transitions and conjunctions to connect ideas.

Contains errors in spelling and grammar that sometimes confuses the reader.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a

b.

Demonstrating how to improve word choice variety.

Modeling for the student how to use transitions and conjunctions to connect ideas and
create variety of sentence structure.

Practicing correct spelling and grammar usage by completing DOL daily.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

Second Prompt, Grade 5
Expository
Writing an Essay Answer

Rubric Score Point: 2 high
Characteristics that make the paper a high 2:
a. Attempts to respond to the prompt.
b. Has variety in word choice.
c. Has legible writing with some errors in letter formation.
d. Uses grade-level appropriate grammar, capitalization, and punctuation.
e. Fails to link all paragraphs to the thesis.
f. Lacks a conclusion.

g. Lacks transitions and conjunctions to connect ideas.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Reviewing the correct cursive formation of the letter “f".
b. Modeling for the student how to use transitions and conjunctions to connect ideas.

c. Teaching the student to write a thesis statement with supporting paragraphs that
develop the topic.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

Second Prompt, Grade 5
Expository
Writing an Essay Answer

Rubric Score Point: 2 anchor
Characteristicsthat make the paper an anchor 2:
a. Strays from the prompt.
b. Lacks proper paragraphing.
c. Has more than one sentence pattern.
d. Lacks organization.

e. Lacks consistent verb tense.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Reviewing the directions for writing to be sure the student understands what to write.

b. Modeling how to write a topic sentence with supporting details.

c. Teaching the student the elements and structure of proper paragraphing.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

Second Prompt, Grade 5
Expository
Writing an Essay Answer

Rubric Score Point: 2 low
Characteristics that make the paper alow 2:
a Attempts to respond to prompt.
b. Contains little variety in word choice.
c. Uses one sentence pattern.
d. Lacks proper terminology.

e. Contains a weak concluding paragraph.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Teaching the student the plant’s systems and their function.

b. Modeling a variety of ways to begin sentences.

c. Demonstrating how to write an effective conclusion.

Teacher Notes:




_ Qiﬁm“wﬁﬁﬁtmg—ﬁﬁgafwihf Qfle eoy . ox
orrecess 08 WneV  Couid Gta LPin Ao Teek They afe. vesy
RN, Ahey. Ve (adwe  deSeth,

3 _____Cmﬂxs;ba% _{aueg ) waqm,%ey have . ancec
Thel Saale  \(omteN. ol Pond C_._ci_ﬁ;itifg__bm'si,ﬁfglfﬁe‘?‘k

LR careC Pionre Fas (ol e ve. SHerve Bk rake
e GO S LRl SIEMT bl Coddrg (WP

....... H@_kﬁﬂmﬂi !"r\ W’C'!_,,D.“}{__'zm\{_‘gl WEe Coh Corer
{ou,. Canhave:Them _ o8 decarctniehel have diice
e howres . wedb€G o ;

o COC LG ae PR I InANY. uqmmay_cfda&_bﬁp
\Uf 5 s N Ty raove. Placectiordef e ﬁﬂl@ﬁ_‘_—j"'ﬁ-‘f L
ol el _ e e




District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

Second Prompt, Grade 5
Expository
Writing an Essay Answer

Rubric Score Point: 1 high

Characteristics that make the paper a high 1:
a. Attempts to respond to the prompt.
b. Shows knowledge of indentation of 1° paragraph.
c. Contains mainly one sentence pattern.
d. Has mainly incomplete and incoherent sentences.
e. Little variety in word choice.

f. Includes few facts, lacks proper terminology for the topic.

Additional instructional stepsto support thiswriter:
a. Instructing the student on the elements and structure of a complete sentence.

b. Teaching some prewriting techniques and structures.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

Second Prompt, Grade 5
Expository
Writing an Essay Answer

Rubric Score Point: 1 anchor
Characteristics that make the paper alow 1:
a. Shows knowledge of indentation of 1% sentence.
b. Has frequent and numerous misspelled words that interfere with meaning.
c. Contains numerous errors in grammar and capitalization.
d. Lacks sentence structure.
e. Needs more details and proper terminology.
f. Needs paragraph organization.

g. Has handwriting that is almost illegible.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Practicing proper handwriting.
b. Teaching the student the plant’s systems and their function.

c. Conferencing with the student to discover details about the plant’s systems and their
function and then showing how to include those details in his/her writing.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

Second Prompt, Grade 5
Expository
Writing an Essay Answer

Rubric Score Point: 1 low
Characteristics that make the paper alow 1:
a. Has a topic.
b. Does not respond to prompt.
c. Contains one sentence pattern.
d. Contains basic sight words.
e. Lacks paragraph organization.

f. Lacks details.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a. Modeling how to write sentences that include specific details to establish a purpose for
the reader.

b. Teaching how to write a topic sentence with supporting details.

Teacher Notes:
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