
Grade 5 
First Prompt  

 

Narrative 
Writing a Personal Narrative 

 
 
English/Language Arts Content Standards: 
1.0 Writing Strategies 
2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics) 
2.1 Write narratives: 

a. Establish a plot, point of view, setting, and conflict. 
b. Show, rather than tell, the events of the story. 
 

 

Writing Situation 
 
Did you ever have one plan in mind but your friends persuaded you to change it and do something 
their way?  Peer pressure is something that we all face.  Sometimes peer pressure causes us to go 
against our better judgment and the result is negative.  At other times, peer pressure can have a positive 
effect, leading us to personal satisfaction or to achievement.  Think about the times that you have been 
influenced by peer pressure.  (Allow an opportunity for discussion.) 
 
Directions for Writing 
 
Decide on one specific incident in which you experienced peer pressure that you could share with your 
classmates.  As you bring the episode to mind, be sure to tell your readers who was involved and 
where the incident happened.   Recall and describe your original plan, how you were influenced to 
change it, and what the results were.  Make this a “good story” with action, details, and sensory images 
to enable your readers to relive this experience with you.  As you look back on your peer pressure 
episode, tell what you learned and how you feel about this incident now. 
 
Writing and Convention Standards  
 
For this task, students will: 

a. establish and develop a situation or plot. 
b. write from the first-person point of view. 
c. show conflict and how it was resolved. 
d. organize the piece with clear, coherent paragraphs. 
e. use transitions and linking words appropriately. 
f. demonstrate grade- level appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling. 
 
Resources: 
Reading/Language Arts Framework for California Public Schools, p. 131 
Write Express, Lesson Plans and Assessments, pp. 14-17 
Write Express, pp. 59-71, 101, 110-115, 244-245 
Program Guide: The Process of Writing, pp. 67-73; The Forms of Writing, 7-14 
Reading-Writing Connections, p. 4 



 
Grade 5 

First Prompt Rubric 
 

Narrative 
Writing a Personal Narrative 

 

4 § Fully addresses the prompt. 
§ Is clearly organized in a logical sequence that establishes a plot, point of 

view, setting, and conflict. 
§ Is a multi-paragraph composition with an introduction, supporting details 

that describe a personal experience, and a concluding paragraph that 
summarizes important ideas and details. 

§ Contains effective transitions and conjunctions to connect ideas. 
§ Has effectiveness and variety of word choice. 
§ Has vivid, interesting language with well-chosen sensory images that 

engage the audience. 
§ Has grade- level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization, and/or 

punctuation; contains few, if any, errors that do not interfere with 
understanding the writing. 

§ Has fluid, legible handwriting. 
 

3 § Responds to the prompt. 
§ Is organized in a logical sequence and may establish a plot, point of view, 

setting, and conflict. 
§ Is a multi-paragraph composition with an introduction, some details that 

tell about a personal experience, and a conclusion. 
§ Contains transitions and conjunctions to connect ideas. 
§ Has some variety in word choice. 
§ Has descriptive language and sensory images that engage the audience. 
§ Has mainly grade- level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization, and 

punctuation; contains some errors that do not interfere with 
understanding the writing. 

§ Has legible handwriting. 
 

2 § Attempts to respond to the prompt.  
§ May lack organization. 
§ May lack proper paragraphing and /or details about an experience of the 

writer. 
§ May contain few transitions and conjunctions to connect ideas. 
§ May have little or no variety in word choice. 
§ Contains little descriptive language or few details to engage the audience.  
§ May contain many errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and/or 

punctuation with errors that may interfere with understanding the writing. 
§ Has handwriting that is difficult to read. 

 



1 § May not respond to the prompt. (May be off topic.) 
§ Lacks organization. 
§ Lacks paragraphs and/or does not include details about an experience of 

the writer. 
§ Contains no transitions or conjunctions to connect ideas. 
§ Has mainly incomplete and/or incoherent sentences. 
§ Contains mainly basic sight words with no descriptive language. 
§ May contain frequent and numerous errors in spelling, grammar, 

capitalization, or punctuation that interfere with understanding the 
writing. 

§ Handwriting may be mostly illegible. 
 

BP § Blank Paper 

 



Grade 5 
First Prompt – Student Page 

 

Narrative 
Writing a Personal Narrative 

 
 
Writing Situation 
 
Did you ever have one plan in mind but your friends persuaded you to change it and do something 
their way?  Peer pressure is something that we all face.  Sometimes peer pressure causes us to go 
against our better judgment and the result is negative.  At other times, peer pressure can have a positive 
effect, leading us to personal satisfaction or to achievement.  Think about the times that you have been 
influenced by peer pressure.   
 
Directions for Writing 
 
Decide on one specific incident in which you experienced peer pressure that you could share with your 
classmates.  As you bring the episode to mind, be sure to tell your readers who was involved and 
where the incident happened.   Recall and describe your original plan, how you were influenced to 
change it, and what the results were.  Make this a “good story” with action, details, and sensory images 
to enable your readers to relive this experience with you.  As you look back on your peer pressure 
episode, tell what you learned and how you feel about this incident now. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing and Convention Standards  
 

For this task, you will: 

a. establish and develop a situation or plot. 
b. write from the first-person point of view. 
c. show conflict and how it was resolved. 
d. organize the piece with clear, coherent paragraphs. 
e. use transitions and linking words appropriately. 
f. demonstrate grade- level appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling. 
 



District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
First Prompt, Grade 5 

Narrative 
Writing an Personal Narrative 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     4 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 4: 
 

a. Fully addresses the prompt. 
 
b. Has grade level appropriate spelling capitalization, and punctuation; contains few if 

any, errors that do not interfere with understanding the writing. 
 

c. Contains action and provides clear insight into why the incident is memorable. 
 

d. Has legible handwriting. 
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the  writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Instructing the student on the rules for capitalization and punctuation in titles. 
 
b. Encourage the student to use more complex vocabulary. 

 
 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 











District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
First Prompt, Grade 5 

Narrative 
Writing an Personal Narrative 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     4 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 4: 
 

a. Addresses the prompt. 
 
b. Has grade level appropriate spelling capitalization, and punctuation. 

 
c. Is clearly organized in a logical sequence that establishes a plot, point of view, setting, 

and conflict. 
 

d. Contains effective word choice. 
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Encourage the writer to expand his ideas using descriptive language. 
 
b. Modeling how to write a topic sentence with supportive details. 

 
c. Modeling for the student how to develop complex sentences. 

 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
First Prompt, Grade 5 

Narrative 
Writing an Personal Narrative 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     4 low 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a low 4: 
 

a. Addresses the prompt. 
 
b. Clearly develops the concerns. 

 
c. Has clear paragraph with relevant, convincing details.  

 
d. Contains punctuation errors. 

 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Encouraging the writer to expand his/her ideas using descriptive language. 
 
b. Demonstrating for the student proper paragraphing and punctuation. 

 
c. Exposing the student to quality literature that highlights interesting vocabulary. 

 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 







District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
First Prompt, Grade 5 

Narrative 
Writing an Personal Narrative 

  
 
Rubric Score Point:     3 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 3: 
 

a. Responds to the prompt in an organized logical sequence. 
 

b. Contains descriptive language to interest the audience. 
 

c. Has mainly grade-level appropriate grammar, capitalization and punctuation; errors do 
not interfere with understanding. 

 
d. Has some incomplete and run-on sentences. 

 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling how to expand ideas using more complex vocabulary. 
 
b. Instructing the student on the rules for writing a complete sentence. 

 
c. Directing the student on techniques for proofreading. 

 
 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 







District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
First Prompt, Grade 5 

Narrative 
Writing an Personal Narrative 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     3 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 3: 
 

a. Fully addresses the prompt. 
 
b. Contains mainly complete sentences that use more than one pattern. 

 
c. Has mainly grade-level appropriate grammar, capitalization, and punctuation. 

 
d. Contains action and provides some insight into why the incident is memorable. 

 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Conferencing with the student on increasing the variety of sentence structure and 
patterns. 

 
b. Model techniques that teach how to write more complex sentences and the use of 

descriptive language. 
 

c. Teaching the student some prewriting techniques and struc tures. 
 
 
 Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
First Prompt, Grade 5 

Narrative 
Writing an Personal Narrative 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     3  low 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a low 3: 
 

a. Responds to the prompt. 
 
b. Grabs the reader’s attention by descriptive writing. 

 
c. Clearly develops ideas. 

 
d. Contains insight as to why the incident is memorable. 

 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Teaching the student how to use quotes to support the thesis. 
 
b. Teaching the student some techniques for proofreading. 

 
 

Teacher Notes: 







District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
First Prompt, Grade 5 

Narrative 
Writing an Personal Narrative 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     2 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 2: 
 

a. Attempts to answer prompt. 
 
b. Attempts to form paragraph  

 
c. Contains poor sentence structure. 

 
d. Contains little descriptive language or few details to engage the audience. 

 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling how to write a topic sentence with supporting details. 
 
b. Teaching the student some prewriting techniques and structures. 

 
c. Demonstrating for the student how to use proper paragraphing. 

 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
First Prompt, Grade 5 

Narrative 
Writing an Personal Narrative 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     1 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 1: 
 

a. Has mainly run-on sentence. 
 
b. Doesn’t fully address the topic. 

 
c. Lacks descriptive language. 

 
d. Contains frequent and numerous errors in spelling that interfere with understanding. 

 

 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Teaching the student the elements and structure of a sentence. 
 
b. Teaching the student basic spelling rules and patterns to increase his/her personal 

dictionary. 
 

c. Teaching the student some prewriting techniques and structures. 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
First Prompt, Grade 5 

Narrative 
Writing an Personal Narrative 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     2 low 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a low 2: 
 

a. Attempts to address the prompt. 
 
b. Lacks proper paragraphing. 

 
c. Contains incomplete or incoherent sentences. 

 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Instructing the student on the elements and structure of a complete sentence. 
 
b. Instructing the student on the rules for using a period and then modeling how to apply 

those rules when writing. 
 

c. Teaching the student some prewriting techniques and structures. 
 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
First Prompt, Grade 5 

Narrative 
Writing an Personal Narrative 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     1 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 1: 
 

a. Addresses the prompt. 
 
b. Attempt to form paragraphs. 

 
c. Contains many punctuation errors. 

 
d. Sentence structure mistakes impede understanding. 

 
e. Repeats phrases in a sentence. 

 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Reviewing the rules for capitalization and practicing how to look for errors in writing. 
 
b. Modeling how to write a topic sentence with supporting details. 

 
c. Instructing the student on the elements and structure of a complete sentence. 

 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
First Prompt, Grade 5 

Narrative 
Writing an Personal Narrative 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     1 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 1: 
 

a. Has mainly run-on sentence. 
 
b. Doesn’t fully address the topic. 

 
c. Lacks descriptive language. 

 
d. Contains frequent and numerous errors in spelling that interfere with understanding. 

 

 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Teaching the student the elements and structure of a sentence. 
 
b. Teaching the student basic spelling rules and patterns to increase his/her personal 

dictionary. 
 

c. Teaching the student some prewriting techniques and structures. 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
First Prompt, Grade 5 

Narrative 
Writing an Personal Narrative 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     1 low 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a low 1: 
 

a. Strays from the topic. 
 

b. Has mainly incomplete or incoherent sentences. 
 

c. Lacks paragraphs and does not include details. 
 

d. Contains numerous errors in spelling. 
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Teaching the student the elements and structure of a sentence. 
 
b. Instructing the student on the rules for using a period and capitalizing the beginning of 

the next sentence. 
 

c. Modeling how to write a topic sentence with supporting details. 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 



 


