Grade 4
Fourth Prompt

Response to Literature
Writing a Personal Reaction

English/Language Arts Content Standards:
1.0  Writing Strategies
2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)
2.2 Write responses to literature
a. Demonstrate an understanding of aliterary work.
b. Support judgments through references to both the text and to prior knowledge.

Writing Situation

When we read, our thoughts, ideas, and feelings interact with the author’s. We may wonder why a
character acts a certain way or what may happen next. The piece may relate to our own livesin some
way, So it may cause us to remember the past or to think about the future. Thisis called responding to
literature. (Allow an opportunity for discussion.)

Directions for Writing

Read the passage from Tales of a 4" Grade Nothing by Judy Blume. In the margin, make notes of
your responses as you read. Use these notes to help you with your writing.

Write a piece that tells your response to the passage and what parts of it produced that response.
Relate any ideas or events from the story to your own life. Be sure to finish up with a summary
paragraph that contains the main ideas of your response.

Writing and Convention Standar ds

For this writing task, students will write a response to literature that will:
a. relate ideas or events from the story to their own lives.
b. develop an interpretation of the work.
c. usereferencesto the text to support judgments being made.
d. have asummary containing the main ideas of the response.
e. demonstrate grade-level appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, capitalization,
and spelling.

Refer ences:

Reading/Language Arts Framework for California Public Schools, pp. 115-116
Writers Express Handbook, pp. 137

Writers Express Lesson Plans and Assessments, ppl18-21

Program Guide, pp. 89-90



Grade 4
Fourth Prompt Rubric

Response to Literature
Writing a Personal Reaction

Fully addresses the prompt.

Is clearly organized in alogical sequence that demonstrates an understanding of the
literary work.

Is a multi-paragraph composition with an introduction, supporting details that
support judgments through clear, specific references to both the text and to prior
knowledge, and an effective conclusion.

Has a variety of sentence patterns that include compound and complex sentences.
Has complete, coherent sentences with supporting details that develop an
interpretation of the work.

Has effectiveness and variety of word choice.

Has expressive language that uses well-chosen sensory details that relate ideas or
events from the story to the writer’ s life.

Has grade- level appropriate grammar, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation;
contains few, if any, errors that do not interfere with understanding the writing.
Has fluid, legible handwriting using cursive or joined italic.

Responds to the prompt.

Is organized in alogical sequence.

Is a multi-paragraph composition with an introduction, some supporting details that
support judgments made through references to the text and/or prior knowledge, and
aconclusion.

Has more than one sentence pattern that includes compound and complex sentences.
Has mainly complete sentences that develop an interpretation of the work.

Has some variety in word choice.

Has some expressive language and sensory details that relate ideas or events from
the story to the writer’ s life.

Has mainly grade-level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization, and
punctuation; contains some errors that do not interfere with understanding the
writing.

Has legible cursive or joined italic handwriting with appropriate spacing and most
letters formed correctly.

Attempts to respond to the prompt.

May lack organization.

May lack proper paragraphing and/or references to the text or prior knowledge.
May have incomplete or incoherent sentences that may not develop an interpretation
of the work.

Contains mainly one sentence pattern; may use some compound sentences.

May relate ideas or events form the story to the writer’ s life.

May have little or no variety in word choice.

May contain many errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and/or punctuation
that may interfere with the understanding of the writing.

Has handwriting that is difficult to read with errors that may interfere with meaning.




May not respond to the prompt. (May be off topic.)

L acks organization.

Lacks paragraphs and/or does not include references to the text or prior knowledge.
Has mainly incomplete and/or incoherent sentences.

Contains mainly basic sight words with no descriptive language.

May contain frequent and numerous errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and
punctuation that interfere with the understanding of the writing.

Handwriting may be mostly illegible.

BP

Blank Paper




Grade 4
Fourth Prompt - Student Page

Response to Literature
Writing a Personal Reaction

Writing Situation

When we read, our thoughts, ideas, and feelings interact with the author’s. We may wonder why a
character acts a certain way or what may happen next. The piece may relate to our own livesin some
way, So it may cause us to remember the past or to think about the future. Thisis called responding to
literature.

Directions for Writing

Read the passage from Tales of a 4" Grade Nothing by Judy Blume. In the margin, make notes of
your responses as you read. Use these notes to help you with your writing.

Write a piece that tells your response to the passage and what parts of it produced that response.
Relate any ideas or events from the story to your own life. Be sure to finish up with a summary
paragraph that contains the main ideas of your response.

7
Z

Writing and Convention Standards

For this writing task, you will write a response to literature that will:
a. relate ideas or events from the story to your own life.
b. develop an interpretation of the work.
C. usereferences to the text to support judgments being made.
d. have a summary containing the main ideas of the response.
e. demonstrate grade-level appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, capitalization,
and spelling.



Grade 3
Fourth Prompt
An Excerpt from...
Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing

by

Judy Blure

The clevator opemtors name is Hengy
Bevelheimer, He lets us call him Henry because
Beveleimer's vary heed to say.

Cue apartment’s on the ewelfth Aloor. But |
don’t have 1o reil Henry. He already knows. He
knows everybody in ¢he building. He's thar smag!
He even knows P'in nine and in fourth grade.

I showed him Dieibble nght sway. I won him
at 3 birchday party,” 1 said,

Heary smiled.  “Your mothess gotge oo be
surgeized.”

Heney was rghr. My inother was ceally
gueprised. Fer mouth cpened when 1 said, “Just
lock at what T waon at Jimeny Bargo®s bicthday
party.” T held up my tny green mdle, “I've
alecady named hiny, . Dobble! isn' that 2 geeat
uame for g tiede®

My mothes made ¢ face. “f don'e like the way
e smells” sha sard,

“What do you miean™ T asked. 1 put my nose
right down cloge to him. I dide’t smell anything
but trtle. So Dbkl el Bke swrd, T Fhonghe. e
Se's saxbbased ro, That's mbar he éef

“and I'm not going o mke cace of him
cither,” my mother added.

“OF coumse you're 1ot I aold hee, “He's my
tuntle.  And I'm the one who's poing b ke care
o him, ™

rou'te going m change his water and clean
ont his bowl and feed him and all of that®” she
asked.

“Yes,” [ eadd, “And even more. I'm going ro
ges o 1t that le®s happyl®

This time my mother made a funay nodse
Like a geoan,

Pwent 2o my bedeonm, Tput Diiblble an tap
of my dressee, I eded to pet him and vell him he
would be happy living with me. But i isn't sasy to
pet 3 furthe, “They acen’t soft and firey and they
don't lick pou ce anything. Sell, I had my vecy own
Pt at Jxse,

Later, when I sat dowwn at the dinner table, my
mothe said, 1 smell tucle, Peter, go and b
your hands™ i

The Important Details ave:




Grade 4
Fourth Prompt

Tales of 2 Fourth Grade Nothing continued

aome people might thiak that my mother i3
my biggese probletn, She doesn’e Bke furtes and
she's abeays telling me bo seoub my hands. That
doesn’e thesin just mun Hem wnder the water Somd
means I'm zupposed tor use soap and b my hands
togecher, Then I've got ro ange and dry them- |
ought b koow by now, Te heard it enoughl

But wiy mnother iso’t my biggest protlem.
Meather 15 my father, He spends a bor of time
watching commencials on TV, That's because he's
in the advertising business, These daps his fvorite
commeicial 5 the one about Juicy-0. He wrate it
hirnself. And the prasident af the Tuisy-O
compiny lked ic so miech he sent my father a
whele crate of Twey-0 Boe our Bavsly to drinke, It
tastes like a combination of oranges, pineapples,
grapefouits, peaes, and bananas. (And if you want
0 knowwr the bruth, I'm petting poaty sick of
drinking ic) Bug fuicr-O isn't my biggest problem
enther,

My biggest problem {8 my beothet, Fatley
Dreexel Habcher, He't toro-and-a-hell yeare ofd,
Everybody calls him Pudge. 1 foel sorry for him if
he's poing to graw up with 4 name ke Fudgs, boe L
don't say a wogd. It's nonc of my husiness.

Fudge is alwayrs i my way, Hea messes up
eveqpthing be sees. And when he gets mad he
theows humself flat on the floor and he screams.
And ke kicks. And he bangs his fisp. The only
e I really like him i when he's sleeping, He
sucks Epuc Fingees on his left hand and makes a
lurpingr nodse.

¥han Fodge saw Dinbble he 2aid,

, Ohhhhe . seel®

And I said, “Thar's my taeele, gerit? Liine!
¥eou den't tpuch him™ :

Fudge said, "MNo rouch.”™ Then he lavphed ik
cricmy. '

The linportant Details are:



District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

Third Prompt, Grade 4
Informational Reports
Newspaper Article

Rubric Score Point: 4 high

Characteristics that make the paper a high 4:

oyl hal

Teacher Notes:




District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

Fourth Prompt
Response to Literature
Writing a Personal Reaction

Rubric Score Point: 4 anchor
Characteristicsthat make the paper an anchor 4:
a. Relates ideas or events from the story to their own lives.
b. Has effectiveness and variety of word choice.
c. Is a multi-paragraph composition with an effective introduction.
d. Contains expressive language.
e. Has legible cursive handwriting.
f. Has a variety of sentence patterns.

g. Has grade-level appropriate grammar, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Re-teaching commonly confused words (i.e., to, too, two).

b. Instructing the student on the rules for using a comma after an introductory
word/phrase.

c. Modeling how to eliminate unnecessary sentences.

Teacher Notes:




%ﬁwmwfh Y, S ) TR 257, P
__mgﬂ TR V1Y) ﬁa gL
e, higthe Pifie adur m
: l___.____.ﬂ.leﬁ_@t/ @{Mﬁf i
i AaidA Artisg ;-ww'/f% M%wﬁ
mﬂmﬁ& ’U J‘M@Ef/{ AJ««:E; Jutﬂuu Vaﬂw rw
_{ i’cfi” /EM-’L t" "’fe’uzjf.%[.z’;[.:'. _j{cd, f{_,,;a Py
gia# L, liw A jwfj /f;r
\,cA/mw Mi@ ) _ o







District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

Fourth Prompt
Response to Literature
Writing a Personal Reaction

Rubric Score Point: 4 low
Characteristics that make the paper alow 4:
a. Responds to the prompt.
b. s a multi-paragraph composition.
c. Relates ideas or events from the story to their own lives.
d. Has some variety of sentence patterns.

e. Has grade level appropriate grammar, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a. Modeling for the student how to develop compound sentences through sentence
combining.

b. Teaching the student the rule for correct usage of “a” and “an”.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

Fourth Prompt
Response to Literature
Writing a Personal Reaction

Rubric Score Point: 3 high
Characteristics that make the paper a high 3:
a. Responds to the prompt.
b. Relates ideas or events from the story to own life.
c. Is a multi-paragraph composition.
d. Refers to the text to support judgments being made.
e. Lacks an introductory paragraph.

f. Lacks a variety of sentence structures.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a. Instructing the student on the rules for using commonly confused words (i.e., there,
their, they’re).

b. Reviewing the rules for capitalization and practicing how to look for errors in his/her
writing.

c. Review the rules for adding ‘s to a word.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

Fourth Prompt
Response to Literature
Writing a Personal Reaction

Rubric Score Point: 3 anchor

Characteristicsthat make the paper an anchor 3:

a

b.

Responds to the prompt.

Has legible cursive handwriting.

Includes a strong use of transitional words.
Lacks a conclusion.

Contains spelling errors.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a. Modeling how to write a conclusion.

b.

Teaching the student basic spelling rules and patterns to increase his/her personal
dictionary.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

Fourth Prompt
Response to Literature
Writing a Personal Reaction

Rubric Score Point: 3 low
Characteristicsthat make the paper alow 3:
a. Responds to the prompt.
b. Attempts to relate ideas or events from the story to own life.
c. Has legible cursive writing.
d. Lacks organization

e. Lacks an introduction and conclusion.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Teaching the student how to use quotes from the text without copying.

b. Reviewing the rules for using “I” and “me”.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

Fourth Prompt
Response to Literature
Writing a Personal Reaction

Rubric Score Point: 2 high

Characteristics that make the paper a high 2:
a. Has cursive handwriting.
b. Attempts to develop an interpretation of the work.
c. Contains run-on sentences.

d. Lacks proper paragraphing.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Instructing the student on the elements and structure of a complete sentence.
b. Demonstrating for the student how to develop a paragraph.

c. Instructing the student on the use of full words in writing (e.g., because instead of
“Cus”_)

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

Fourth Prompt
Response to Literature
Writing a Personal Reaction

Rubric Score Point: 2 anchor
Characteristicsthat make the paper an anchor 2:
a. Has legible cursive handwriting.
b. Attempts to use direct quotes from the story.
c. Contains mainly one sentence pattern.
d. Contains a summary of the passage without developing an interpretation of the work.

e. Does not relate ideas or events from the story to own life.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a. Modeling for the student how to relate ideas or events from the story to his/her own
life.

b. Instructing the student about starting a new paragraph for a new speaker when using
dialogue.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

Fourth Prompt
Response to Literature
Writing a Personal Reaction

Rubric Score Point: 2 low
Characteristics that make the paper alow 2:
a. Relates ideas or events from the story to own life but fails to reference the story.
b. Has legible cursive handwriting.
c. Contains mostly complete sentences.
d. Lacks proper paragraphing.
e. Does not respond to the prompt.
Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Reviewing the directions for writing to be sure the students understand the prompt.

b. Demonstrating how to write a response to literature.

Teacher Notes:







District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

Third Prompt, Grade 4
Informational Reports
Newspaper Article

Rubric Score Point: 1 high
Characteristics that make the paper a high 1:

a. Attempts to respond to the prompt.

b. Contains frequent and numerous errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and
punctuation that interfere with the understanding of writing.

c. Attempts to reference the text and relate to own life.

d. Contains complete simple sentences.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a. Teaching the student basic spelling rules and patterns to increase his/her personal
dictionary.

b. Demonstrating for the student how to develop a paragraph and a 5-paragraph essay.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

Fourth Prompt
Response to Literature
Writing a Personal Reaction

Rubric Score Point: 1 anchor
Characteristicsthat make the paper an anchor 1:
a. Does not address the prompt.

b. Lacks paragraphs and/or does not include references to text or prior knowledge.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Demonstrating for the student how to develop a paragraph.

b. Instructing the student on the elements and rules of a complete sentence.

Teacher Notes:
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