
Grade 4  
Fourth Prompt  

 

Response to Literature 
Writing a Personal Reaction 

 
 
English/Language Arts Content Standards: 
1.0 Writing Strategies 
2.0  Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics) 
2.2  Write responses to literature 

a. Demonstrate an understanding of a literary work. 
b. Support judgments through references to both the text and to prior knowledge. 

 
 
Writing Situation 
 
When we read, our thoughts, ideas, and feelings interact with the author’s.  We may wonder why a 
character acts a certain way or what may happen next.  The piece may relate to our own lives in some 
way, so it may cause us to remember the past or to think about the future.  This is called responding to 
literature.  (Allow an opportunity for discussion.)  
 
Directions for Writing 
 
Read the passage from Tales of a 4th Grade Nothing by Judy Blume.  In the margin, make notes of 
your responses as you read.  Use these notes to help you with your writing. 
 
Write a piece that tells your response to the passage and what parts of it produced that response.  
Relate any ideas or events from the story to your own life.  Be sure to finish up with a summary 
paragraph that contains the main ideas of your response. 
 
Writing and Convention Standards  
 
For this writing task, students will write a response to literature that will: 

a. relate ideas or events from the story to their own lives. 
b. develop an interpretation of the work. 
c. use references to the text to support judgments being made. 
d. have a summary containing the main ideas of the response. 
e. demonstrate grade- level appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, 

and spelling. 
 
References: 
Reading/Language Arts Framework for California Public Schools, pp. 115-116 
Writers Express Handbook, pp. 137 
Writers Express Lesson Plans and Assessments, pp18-21 
Program Guide, pp. 89-90 



Grade 4 
Fourth Prompt Rubric 

 

Response to Literature 
Writing a Personal Reaction 

 

4 § Fully addresses the prompt. 
§ Is clearly organized in a logical sequence that demonstrates an understanding of the 

literary work. 
§ Is a multi-paragraph composition with an introduction, supporting details that 

support judgments through clear, specific references to both the text and to prior 
knowledge, and an effective conclusion. 

§ Has a variety of sentence patterns that include compound and complex sentences. 
§ Has complete, coherent sentences with supporting details that develop an 

interpretation of the work. 
§ Has effectiveness and variety of word choice. 
§ Has expressive language that uses well-chosen sensory details that relate ideas or 

events from the story to the writer’s life. 
§ Has grade- level appropriate grammar, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation; 

contains few, if any, errors that do not interfere with understanding the writing. 
§ Has fluid, legible handwriting using cursive or joined italic. 

3 § Responds to the prompt. 
§ Is organized in a logical sequence. 
§ Is a multi-paragraph composition with an introduction, some supporting details that 

support judgments made through references to the text and/or prior knowledge, and 
a conclusion. 

§ Has more than one sentence pattern that includes compound and complex sentences. 
§ Has mainly complete sentences that develop an interpretation of the work. 
§ Has some variety in word choice. 
§ Has some expressive language and sensory details that relate ideas or events from 

the story to the writer’s life. 
§ Has mainly grade- level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization, and 

punctuation; contains some errors that do not interfere with understanding the 
writing. 

§ Has legible cursive or joined italic handwriting with appropriate spacing and most 
letters formed correctly. 

2 § Attempts to respond to the prompt.  
§ May lack organization. 
§ May lack proper paragraphing and/or references to the text or prior knowledge. 
§ May have incomplete or incoherent sentences that may not develop an interpretation 

of the work. 
§ Contains mainly one sentence pattern; may use some compound sentences. 
§ May relate ideas or events form the story to the writer’s life. 
§ May have little or no variety in word choice. 
§ May contain many errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and/or punctuation 

that may interfere with the understanding of the writing. 
§ Has handwriting that is difficult to read with errors that may interfere with meaning. 



1 § May not respond to the prompt. (May be off topic.) 
§ Lacks organization. 
§ Lacks paragraphs and/or does not include references to the text or prior knowledge. 
§ Has mainly incomplete and/or incoherent sentences. 
§ Contains mainly basic sight words with no descriptive language. 
§ May contain frequent and numerous errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and 

punctuation that interfere with the understanding of the writing. 
§ Handwriting may be mostly illegible. 

 

BP § Blank Paper 
 

 
 
 



Grade 4  
Fourth Prompt - Student Page 

 

Response to Literature 
Writing a Personal Reaction 

 
 
Writing Situation 
 
When we read, our thoughts, ideas, and feelings interact with the author’s.  We may wonder why a 
character acts a certain way or what may happen next.  The piece may relate to our own lives in some 
way, so it may cause us to remember the past or to think about the future.  This is called responding to 
literature. 
 
Directions for Writing 
 
Read the passage from Tales of a 4th Grade Nothing by Judy Blume.  In the margin, make notes of 
your responses as you read.  Use these notes to help you with your writing. 
 
Write a piece that tells your response to the passage and what parts of it produced that response.  
Relate any ideas or events from the story to your own life.  Be sure to finish up with a summary 
paragraph that contains the main ideas of your response. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing and Convention Standards  
 
For this writing task, you will write a response to literature that will: 

a. relate ideas or events from the story to your own life. 
b. develop an interpretation of the work. 
c. use references to the text to support judgments being made. 
d. have a summary containing the main ideas of the response. 
e. demonstrate grade- level appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, 

and spelling. 
 







District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Third Prompt, Grade 4 

Informational Reports 
Newspaper Article 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:    4 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 4: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Teacher Notes: 



District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Fourth Prompt 

Response to Literature 
Writing a Personal Reaction 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:    4 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 4: 
 

a. Relates ideas or events from the story to their own lives. 
 

b. Has effectiveness and variety of word choice. 
 

c. Is a multi-paragraph composition with an effective introduction. 
 

d. Contains expressive language. 
 

e. Has legible cursive handwriting. 
 

f. Has a variety of sentence patterns. 
 

g. Has grade-level appropriate grammar, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation. 
 

 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Re-teaching commonly confused words (i.e., to, too, two). 
 

b. Instructing the student on the rules for using a comma after an introductory 
word/phrase. 

 
c. Modeling how to eliminate  unnecessary sentences. 

 
   

Teacher Notes: 







District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Fourth Prompt 

Response to Literature 
Writing a Personal Reaction 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:    4 low 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a low 4: 
 

a. Responds to the prompt. 
 

b. Is a multi-paragraph composition. 
 

c. Relates ideas or events from the story to their own lives. 
 

d. Has some variety of sentence patterns. 
 

e. Has grade level appropriate grammar, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation. 
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling for the student how to develop compound sentences through sentence 
combining. 

 
b. Teaching the student the rule for correct usage of “a” and “an”. 
 
 
   

Teacher Notes: 







District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Fourth Prompt 

Response to Literature 
Writing a Personal Reaction 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:    3 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 3: 
 

a. Responds to the prompt. 
 

b. Relates ideas or events from the story to own life. 
 

c. Is a multi-paragraph composition. 
 

d. Refers to the text to support judgments being made. 
 

e. Lacks an introductory paragraph. 
 

f. Lacks a variety of sentence structures. 
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Instructing the student on the rules for using commonly confused words (i.e., there, 
their, they’re). 

 
b. Reviewing the rules for capitalization and practicing how to look for errors in his/her 

writing. 
 

c. Review the rules for adding ‘s to a word. 
 
  

Teacher Notes: 







District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Fourth Prompt 

Response to Literature 
Writing a Personal Reaction 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:   3 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 3: 
 

a. Responds to the prompt. 
 

b. Has legible cursive handwriting. 
 

c. Includes a strong use of transitional words. 
 

d. Lacks a conclusion. 
 

e. Contains spelling errors. 
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling how to write a conclusion. 
 

b. Teaching the student basic spelling rules and patterns to increase his/her personal 
dictionary. 

 
 
   

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Fourth Prompt 

Response to Literature 
Writing a Personal Reaction 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     3 low 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a low 3: 
 

a. Responds to the prompt. 
 

b. Attempts to relate ideas or events from the story to own life. 
 

c. Has legible cursive writing. 
 

d. Lacks organization 
 

e. Lacks an introduction and conclusion. 
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Teaching the student how to use quotes from the text without copying. 
 

b. Reviewing the rules for using “I” and “me”. 
 
  

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Fourth Prompt 

Response to Literature 
Writing a Personal Reaction 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     2 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 2: 
 

a. Has cursive handwriting. 
 

b. Attempts to develop an interpretation of the work. 
 

c. Contains run-on sentences. 
 

d. Lacks proper paragraphing. 
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Instructing the student on the elements and structure of a complete sentence. 
 

b. Demonstrating for the student how to develop a paragraph. 
 

c. Instructing the student on the use of full words in writing (e.g., because instead of 
“cus”.) 

 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Fourth Prompt 

Response to Literature 
Writing a Personal Reaction 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:    2 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 2: 
 

a. Has legible cursive handwriting. 
 

b. Attempts to use direct quotes from the story. 
 

c. Contains mainly one sentence pattern. 
 

d. Contains a summary of the passage without developing an interpretation of the work. 
 

e. Does not relate ideas or events from the story to own life. 
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling for the student how to relate ideas or events from the story to his/her own 
life. 

 
b. Instructing the student about starting a new paragraph for a new speaker when using 

dialogue. 
 
 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Fourth Prompt 

Response to Literature 
Writing a Personal Reaction 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:      2 low 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a low 2: 
 

a. Relates ideas or events from the story to own life but fails to reference the story. 
 

b. Has legible cursive handwriting. 
 

c. Contains mostly complete sentences. 
 

d. Lacks proper paragraphing. 
 

e. Does not respond to the prompt. 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Reviewing the directions for writing to be sure the students understand the prompt. 
 

b. Demonstrating how to write a response to literature. 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Third Prompt, Grade 4 

Informational Reports 
Newspaper Article 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     1 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 1: 
 

a. Attempts to respond to the prompt. 
 

b. Contains frequent and numerous errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and 
punctuation that interfere with the understanding of writing. 

 
c. Attempts to reference the text and relate to own life. 

 
d. Contains complete simple sentences. 

 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Teaching the student basic spelling rules and patterns to increase his/her personal 
dictionary. 

 
b. Demonstrating for the student how to develop a paragraph and a 5-paragraph essay. 
 
 
   

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Fourth Prompt 

Response to Literature 
Writing a Personal Reaction 

 
 
Rubric Score Point: 1 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 1: 
 

a. Does not address the prompt. 
 

b. Lacks paragraphs and/or does not include references to text or prior knowledge. 
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Demonstrating for the student how to develop a paragraph. 
 

b. Instructing the student on the elements and rules of a complete sentence. 
 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 



 


