Grade 3
First Prompt

Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Incident

English/Language Arts Content Standards:
1.0 Writing Strategies
2.0  Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)
2.1  Write narratives:
a. Provide a context within which an action takes place.
b. Include well-chosen details to develop the plot.
c. Provide insight into why the selected incident is memorable.
2.2 Write descriptions that use concrete sensory details to present and support unified impressions
of people, places, things, or experiences.

Writing Situation

We all go through changesin our lives (i.e. getting a new brother or sister, moving to a different house,
finding anew pet). Some changes are small, but others are very big and have a dramatic effect on how
we think, feel, or live. Even aminor change can affect our behavior, our thinking, or our feelings.
(Allow an opportunity for discussion.)

Directions for Writing

Think back over the past several years. Remember some of the changes that you have experienced.
Choose one of these changes to write about. Remember to include who was involved, when it
happened, where it happened, and how it was important to you. Tell how this change affected you.

Writing and Conventions Standar ds

For this writing task, students will write a personal narrative that:
a. hasaclear and coherent paragraph in which sentences support a central idea with facts and
details.
b. contains action and insight into why the incident is memorable.
c. usesfluid and legible cursive or joined italic.
d. demonstrates grade level appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, capitalization,
and spelling.

Resour ces:

Reading/Language Arts Framework for California Public Schools, pp. 93-94
Write on Track Handbook, pp. 96-99

Write on Track Program Guide: The Forms of Writing, pp. 27-31;
Reading-Writing Connection, p. 5

Write on Track: Lesson Plans and Assessments, pp.6-9




Grade 3
First Prompt Rubric

Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Incident

Fully addresses the prompt.

Is clearly organized in alogical sequence that provides a context within which
an action takes place.

Is asingle paragraph with a topic sentence, sentences that support a central
ideawithinteresting facts and details, and a concluding sentence.

Has complete, coherent sentences that use a variety of patterns and lengths.
Has effectiveness and variety of word choice.

Has vivid, interesting language with well-chosen sensory images that develop
a plot and engage the audience.

Contains action and provides clear insight into why the incident is
memorable.

Has grade-level appropriate spelling, capitalization, and punctuation; contains
few, if any, errors that do not interfere with understanding the writing.

Has legible handwriting using cursive or joined italic.

Responds to the prompt.

Isorganized in alogica sequence.

Is a single paragraph with a topic sentence, smple supporting facts and
details, and a concluding sentence.

Has mainly complete sentences that use more than one pattern.

Has some variety in word choice.

Has some descriptive language and sensory images that develop a plot and
interest the audience.

Contains action and provides some insight into why the incident is
memorable.

Has mainly grade-level appropriate grammar, capitalization, and punctuation;
contains some errors that do not interfere with understanding the writing.
Has legible handwriting with appropriate spacing and most |etters formed
correctly.

Attempts to respond to the prompt.

May lack organization

May lack proper paragraphing and/or details.

May have incomplete or incoherent sentences that may use only one pattern.
May have little or no variety in word choice.

Contains little descriptive language or few details; develops a partial plot.
May contain little action and/or insight into why the incident is memorable.
May contain many errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization and/or
punctuation that may interfere with understanding the writing.

Has handwriting that is mostly legible with errors that may interfere with
meaning.




May not respond to the prompt. (May be off topic.)

L acks organization.

Lacks paragraphing, a central idea, and/or does not include details.

Has mainly incomplete or incoherent sentences.

Contains mainly basic sight words with no descriptive language and/or plot
development.

Contains little or no action and/or insight into why the incident is memorable.
May contain frequent and numerous errors in spelling, grammar,
capitalization, and punctuation that interfere with the understanding of the
writing.

Handwriting may be mostly illegible.

BP

Blank Paper




Grade 3
First Prompt - Student Page

Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Incident

Writing Situation

We al go through changesin our lives (i.e. getting a new brother or sister, moving to a different house,
finding a new pet). Some changes are small, but others are very big and have a dramatic effect on how
we think, fedl, or live. Even aminor change can affect our behavior, our thinking, or our feelings.

Directions for Writing

Think back over the past several years. Remember some of the changes that you have experienced.
Think and write about one of these changes. Remember to include:
¢+ who wasinvolved,
when it happened,
where it happened,
how important it was to you, and
how this change affected you.

¢
¢
¢
¢

Writing and Conventions Standards

For this writing task, you will write a personal narrative that:
a. hasaclear and coherent paragraph in which sentences support a central idea with facts and
details.

b. contains action and insight into why the incident is memorable.

c. usesfluid and legible cursive or joined italic.

d. demonstrates grade level appropriate sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, capitalization,
and spelling.




District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 3
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Incident

Rubric Score Point: 4 high
Characteristics that make the paper a high 4:
a. Fully addresses the prompt.

b. Includes clear, coherent paragraphs with facts and details as to why incident is
memorable.

c. Has grade-level appropriate grammar, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.
d. Has legible writing using cursive.

e. Contains a variety of sentence patterns.

f. Provides clear insight into why the incident is memorable.

g Has a good use of sensory details.

Additional instructional stepsto support thiswriter:

a. Practicing the rewording of sentences to use a variety of subjects so redundancy is
avoided. (i.e., the writer uses “I” as the subject in most sentences.)

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 3
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Incident

Rubric Score Point: 4 anchor
Characteristicsthat make the paper an anchor 4:
a. Fully addresses the prompt.
b. Provides clear insight into why the incident is memorable.
c. Has a variety in sentence patterns.
d. Has legible writing using cursive.
e. Has grade-level appropriate grammar, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.
f. Has interesting language with descriptive details.
g. Lacks proper use of commas.

h. Requires a closing statement in the final paragraph.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Reviewing the comma rules for introductory clauses.

b. Modeling how to write a concluding paragraph with a closing statement.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 3
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Incident

Rubric Score Point: 4 low
Characteristicsthat make the paper alow 4:
a. Fully addresses the prompt.
b. Includes mainly clear, coherent, paragraphs with complete sentences.
c. Has mainly grade-level appropriate grammar, spelling, capitalization and punctuation.
d. Has legible cursive handwriting with some errors in letter formation “n” vs. “m”, “w”, “I".

e. Contains first draft errors.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Reviewing cursive letter formation.

b. Teaching the student some techniques for proofreading for missing words and
suffixes, incomplete sentence formation (i.e., “When she had the baby. We took the

day off...”)

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 3
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Incident

Rubric Score Point: 3 high
Characteristics that make the paper a high 3:
a. Responds to the prompt.
b. Contains action and provides some insight as to why the incident is memorable.
c. Has discernible paragraphs.
d. Has descriptive language and sensory images.
e. Has mainly grade-level appropriate grammar, capitalization, and punctuation.
f. Includes a variety of sentence patterns.
g Has mainly complete sentences with details that interest the audience.
h. Lacks organization.
Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Reviewing the comma rules for compound sentences.

b. Teaching the student some prewriting techniques and structures to assist with
organizing paragraphs.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 3
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Incident

Rubric Score Point: 3 anchor
Characteristicsthat make the paper an anchor 3:
a. Responds to the prompt.
b. Has discernible paragraphs.
c. Contains actions and provides some insight into why the incident is memorable.
d. Has legible handwriting.
e. Includes more than one sentence pattern.
f. Has some variety of word choice.
g. Contains some capitalization errors.
Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Modeling how to improve descriptive details.
b. Reviewing the capitalization rules for proper nouns.

c. Reviewing the comma rules for introductory clauses.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 3
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Incident

Rubric Score Point: 3 low

Characteristics that make the paper alow 3:

a

b.

Responds to the prompt.

Has mainly grade-level appropriate grammar, capitalization, and punctuation.
Contains insight into why the change is memorable.

Mainly complete sentences with interesting details.

Includes legible writing with appropriate spacing and most letters formed correctly, but
with uneven joining (i.e., Fi rst, F or).

Has paragraphs that are discernible, but not properly spaced or indented.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a. Reviewing the formation of cursive letters.

b.

Demonstrating for the student how to use proper paragraphing focusing on spacing
and indenting of paragraphs.

Teacher Notes:







District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 3
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Incident

Rubric Score Point: 2 high

Characteristics that make the paper a high 2:
a. Includes a variety of word choice with good spelling.
b. Attempts to respond to the prompt.

c. Has good paragraph organization, but needs more details to support the main ideas.
d. Contains insight as to why incident is memorable.

e. Sentence structure needs work so at not to start with “and” or “but”.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Instructing the student to not start sentences with a conjunction.

b. Modeling how to write a topic sentence with supporting details.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 3
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Incident

Rubric Score Point: 2 anchor
Characteristicsthat make the paper an anchor 2:
a. Contains little action.
b. Has few supporting details.
c. Has many misspelled frequently used words.
d. Lacks paragraph organization.
e. Attempts to respond to the prompt.
f. Includes mostly complete sentences.
Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Instructing the student to include 1-2 supporting details for each topic sentence.

b. Teaching the student basic spelling rules and patterns to increase his/her personal
dictionary.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 3
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Incident

Rubric Score Point: 2 low
Characteristics that make the paper alow 2:
a. Attempts to respond to the prompt.
b. Has handwriting that is mostly legible.
c. Sentences contain little descriptive language.
d. Sentences are run-on without ending punctuation.
e. Includes little or no variety in word choice.

f. Contains many grammatical errors.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a. Instructing the student on the rules for using a period and then modeling how to apply
those rules when writing.

b. Modeling how to develop a variety of sentence patterns.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 3
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Incident

Rubric Score Point: 1 high

Characteristics that make the paper a high 1:
a Attempts to respond to prompt.
b. Contains many misspelled frequently used words.
c. Contains little action.
d. Includes few details and little descriptive language.
e. Lacks proper paragraphing.

f. Has little variety in word choice.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:
a. Demonstrating for the student how to use proper paragraphing.
b. Instructing the student on the elements and structure of a complete sentence.

c. Modeling how to improve word choice variety.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 3
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Incident

Rubric Score Point: 1 anchor
Characteristicsthat make the paper an anchor 1:
a. Attempts to respond to the prompt.
b. Contains a central idea (i.e., getting the cats).
c. Offers some details (“She look in the newspaper...”)
d. Lacks proper paragraphing.
e. Includes incoherent/incomplete sentences.
f. Contains little action with no descriptive language.

g. Has random punctuation.

Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include:
a. Modeling the elements and structure of a complete sentence.

b. Instructing the student on the elements and structure of a paragraph.

Teacher Notes:
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District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale

First Prompt, Grade 3
Narrative
Writing an Autobiographical Incident

Rubric Score Point: 1 low
Characteristics that make the paper alow 1:
a. Does not respond to the prompt.
b. Contains no action or descriptive language.
c. Includes mainly basic sight words with one sentence.
d. Lacks proper paragraphing.
e. Has mostly legible writing.

f. Contains fairly accurate spelling.

Additional instructional stepsfor thewriter’s growth would include:

a. Reviewing the capitalization rules for proper nouns.

b. Conferencing with student to help distinguish the difference between “ew” and “ow”
(“now” for “new”).

Teacher Notes:
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