
Grade 1 
Fourth Prompt 

 

Narrative 
Writing a Fictional Story 

 
 
English/Language Arts Content Standards: 
1.0 Writing Strategies 
1.1 Select a focus when writing. 
1.2 Use descriptive words when writing. 
1.3 Print legibly and space letters, words, and sentences correctly. 
2.0 Writing Application (Genres and Their Characteristics) 
2.1 Write brief narratives (e.g., fictional, autobiographical) describing an experience. 
 
 
Writing Situation 
 
We all enjoy reading a good story.  Some stories make us laugh, while others make us cry.  
Many people like to read stories where animals are the main characters.  The animals might be 
found where you live or they may be animals that live far away.  Some stories have talking 
animals, while others tell about real animals. (Allow an opportunity for discussion.) 
 
Directions for Writing 
 

Write a story in which animals are the main characters.  When you plan your story, choose an 
animal to be one of your main characters.  Decide who will be the other characters in your story.  
What words can you use to describe your characters?  Planning where your characters live will 
be an important part of your story.  Then think about what will happen to your characters.  
Finally, decide how your story will end.  When you are finished, be sure to go back and check 
your story for capital letters, punctuation marks at the ends of sentences, and spelling. 
 
Writing and Convention Standards  
 
For this task, students will write a story that: 

a. narrates a picture from the student plan. 
b. focuses on a main character. 
c. focuses on something happening. 
d. uses descriptive words to tell what is happening in the story. 

 
Resources: 
Reading/Language Arts Framework for California Public Schools, pp. 62-63 
Write One: Handbook, pp. 72-73 
Write One Program Guide: Reading-Writing Connection, p. 6 
Write One: Lesson Plans and Assessments, pp. 14-17 
 



Kindergarten 
Fourth Prompt Rubric 

 

Expository 
Observational Writing 

 

4 § Fully addresses the prompt. 
§ Has a detailed picture of the observation. 
§ Has at least 2 complete sentences with details that tells story. 
§ Has expressive language that catches the reader’s attention. 
§ Has grade- level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation; 

contains few, if any, errors that do not interfere with understanding the writing. 
§ Has legible handwriting, moving from L-R and top to bottom, with appropriate 

spacing. 

3 § Responds to the prompt. 
§ Has a picture of the observation with some details. 
§ Has sentences or phrases that describe the story. 
§ Has some expressive language. 
§ Has mainly grade- level appropriate spelling, grammar, capitalization, and 

punctuation; contains some errors that do not interfere with understanding the 
writing. 

§ Has legible handwriting with most letters formed correctly, and appropriate 
spacing. 

2 § Attempts to respond to the prompt (writer can verbalize that what is written 
relates to the topic). 

§ Has a picture of an observation. 
§ Has letters, words, or phrases that tell something about the story, or has labels 

for a picture. 
§ May contain no expressive language. 
§ Has environmental print.  
§ May contain many errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and/or 

punctuation that may interfere with understanding the writing. 

§ Has some letters formed correctly and/or appropriate spacing. 

1 § May not respond to the prompt (no bridge from verbal language to written). 
§ May have no picture that is consistent with the topic. 
§ Contains scribbles, lines, or pictures. 
§ May have random letters and/or letter strings.  
§ May contain frequent and numerous errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, 

and punctuation that interfere with the understanding of the writing. 
§ May show no evidence of letter formation or appropriate spacing. 

BP § Blank Paper 

 



Grade 1 
Fourth Prompt – Student Page 

 

Narrative 
Writing a Fictional Story 

 
 
Writing Situation 
 

We all enjoy reading a good story.  Some stories make us laugh, while others make us cry.  
Many people like to read stories where animals are the main characters.  The animals might be 
found where you live or they may be animals that live far away.  Some stories have talking 
animals, while others tell about real animals. 
 
Directions for Writing 
 
Write a story in which animals are the main characters.  When you plan your story, choose an 
animal to be one of your main characters.  Decide who will be the other characters in your story.  
What words can you use to describe your characters?  Planning where your characters live will 
be an important part of your story.  Then think about what will happen to your characters.  
Finally, decide how your story will end.  When you are finished, be sure to go back and check 
your story for capital letters, punctuation marks at the ends of sentences, and spelling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing and Convention Standards  
 
For this task, you will write a story that: 

a. narrates a picture from the your plan. 
b. focuses on a main character. 
c. focuses on something happening. 
d. uses descriptive words to tell what is happening in the story. 

 
 



District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Fourth Prompt, First Grade 

Narrative 
Writing a Fictional Story 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     4 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 4: 
 

a. Focuses on the prompt. 
 

b. Has a developed plot with a main character as the central focus. 
 

c. Has complete, coherent sentences with interesting details that engage reader. 
 

d. Excellent use of descriptive language that includes a variety of well-chosen, 
sensory details. 

 
e. Excellent variety of word choice. 

 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling the appropriate use of punctuation/capitalization. 
 

b. Teaching the student to proofread using Writer’s Workshop. 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 







District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Fourth Prompt, First Grade 

Narrative 
Writing a Fictional Story 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     4 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 4: 
 

a. Focuses on the prompt. 
 

b. Has a developed plot with a main character as the central focus. 
 

c. Has complete, coherent sentences with interesting details that engage reader. 
 

d. Has descriptive language that includes a variety of well-chose sensory details. 
 

e. Good variety of word choice.  
 

 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling the use of capitalization and punctuation. 
 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 







District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Fourth Prompt, First Grade 

 Narrative  
Writing a Fictional Story 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     4 low 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a low 4: 
 

a. Focuses on the prompt. 
 

b. Has a developed plot with a main character as the central focus. 
 

c. Has complete, coherent sentences with interesting details that engage reader. 
 

d. Little evidence of descriptive language. 
 

 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling the use of descriptive language. 
 

b. Building “Super Sentences” – using who, what, when, where, why, and how. 
 

c. Sharing quality literature emphasizing descriptive language. 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Fourth Prompt, First Grade 

Narrative 
Writing a Fictional Story 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     3 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 3: 
 

a. Responds to the prompt. 
 

b. Beginning, middle, and end with a main character as the focus. 
 

c. Mainly complete sentences with interesting details. 
 

d. Descriptive language, sensory images, and variety of word choice. 
 

e. Evidence of plot development.  
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling the use of capitals at the beginning of a sentence. 
 

b. Using writer’s workshop to support use of punctuation. 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Fourth Prompt, First Grade 

Narrative 
Writing a Fictional Story 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     3 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 3: 
 

a. Responds to the prompt. 
 

b. Beginning, middle, and end with a main character central focus. 
 

c. Descriptive language, sensory images, and variety. 
 

d. Grade-level appropriate capitalization and punctuation. 
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling the use of capitalization and punctuation. 
 

b. Using writer’s workshop to support adding details to writing. 
 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Fourth Prompt, First Grade 

Narrative 
Writing a Fictional Story 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     3 low 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a low 3: 
 

a. Responds to the prompt. 
 

b. Has a beginning, middle, and end with a main character as the central focus. 
 

c. More than one sentence pattern and variety of word choice. 
 

d. Legible writing, appropriate spacing. 
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling the use of regular and irregular past tense. 
 

b. Using D.O.L. to reinforce the use of past tense. 
 

c. Providing shared writing opportunities which model adding supporting details. 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Fourth Prompt, First Grade 

Narrative 
Writing a Fictional Story 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     2 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 2: 
 

a. Responds to the prompt. 
 

b. Contains random punctuation and capitalization. 
 

c. Uses initial and final consonant sounds and inventive spelling. 
 

d. Little descriptive language and little sensory details. 
 

e.  Writing legible. 
 

f. Has developed plot with a main character. 
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling the appropriate use of capitals and punctuation. 
 

b. Providing phonics activities such as “Making Words” to support letter/sound 
connection. 

 
c. Building “Super Sentences” – using who, what, when, why, and how. 

 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Fourth Prompt, First Grade 

Narrative 
Writing a Fictional Story 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     2 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 2: 
 

a. Responds to the prompt. 
 

b. Contains random punctuation and capitali zation. 
 

c. Uses initial and final consonant sounds and inventive spellings. 
 

d. Contains little descriptive language and few sensory details. 
 

e. Has a plot that focuses on a main character. 
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling the appropriate use of capitals and punctuation. 
 

b. Providing phonics activities such as “Making Words” to support letter/sound 
connection. 

 
c. Building “Super Sentences” – using who, what, when, why, and how. 

 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Fourth Prompt, First Grade 

Narrative 
Writing a Fictional Story 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     2 low 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a low 2: 
 

a. Attempts to respond the prompt. 
 

b. Has partially developed plot lacking a central focus. 
 

c. Good spacing. 
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling the use of planning before writing. 
 

b. Providing shared writing experiences to support story development. 
 

c. Teaching the student to plan before writing using story mapping and story webs. 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Fourth Prompt, First Grade 

Narrative 
Writing a Fictional Story 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     1 high 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a high 1: 
 

a. Lacks a plot or focus. 
 

b. Knowledge of sentence structure and mechanics. 
 

c. Writing is legible and has good spacing. 
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling the development of focus for writing. 
 

b. Providing shared writing experiences to develop plot with details. 
 

c. Teaching the student to plan for writing using story mapping. 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Fourth Prompt, First Grade 

Narrative 
Writing a Fictional Story 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     1 anchor 
 
Characteristics that make the paper an anchor 1: 
 

a. Lacks a plot or focus. 
 

b. Contains environmental print. 
 

c. Little evidence of letter sound connection. 
 

d. Knowledge of some punctuation. 
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling the use of writing a story using shared writing. 
 

b. Using writer’s workshop to support narrative format. 
 

c. Providing opportunities for phonemic awareness activities. 
 

d. Teaching letter/sound connection with opportunities to practice. 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 





District Writing Sample Scoring Rationale 
Fourth Prompt, First Grade 

Narrative 
Writing a Fictional Story 

 
 
Rubric Score Point:     1 low 
 
Characteristics that make the paper a low 1: 
 

a. Does not respond to the topic. 
 

b. Lacks a or focus. 
 

c. Writing mainly illegible. 
 
 
Additional instructional steps for the writer’s growth would include: 
 

a. Modeling how thoughts can be recorded. 
 

b. Providing shared writing experiences to support writing to a topic. 
 

c. Teaching correct letter formation with opportunities to practice. 
 

d. Providing opportunities to practice letter/sound connection. 
 
 

Teacher Notes: 



 


